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engage the outer wall tissue of a second nasal passage at the first side 
of the flexible atrip of material, the intermediate segment configured 
to traverse a portion of a user's nose located between the first and 
second nasal passa ges, the tendency of the truss member to return to 
its initial state when flexed acting to stabilize the outer wall tissue and 
thereby prevent the outer wall tissue of the first and second nasal 
passages from drawing in dllring breathing' and 
[the] g resilient member positioned adjacent a [first] fiSfifind, side of the flexible 
strip of material so as together being capable, at least in part, of 

resilient deformation to allow the truss memher to conform to the 
outer wall t insue of the fifflt and second nasal aasaaees and to provid»- 

said truss member with said tendency to return to its initial state when 

fjsssd _ — - 


y4 


3 . (Amended) [The nasal dilator of claim 1 wherein] A nasa^ dilator for preventing outer wall 

[tissue of nasal passages of a user's nose from drawing in during breathing comprising: 

» flKirihte truss member Lving an initial state absent flexure thereof the truss member 

including; 

a first end region aWad to adheaivp.1v engage the outer wall tissue of a first 
nasal passaA: 

a second end region adapted to adhesjyelY SPgffge the outer wall tissues of a 

second nasal oaWge: 
an intermediate segment\configured to traverse a portion of the user's nose 

located between the first and second nasal passages: and 
a resilient member included in at least a portion of the first and Second end 
regions and the intermediate segment which resilient member ifl 
capable, at least in dart of resilient deformation that, through an 
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aHhesiykaubBto nce in contact therewith, tends to cause the first and 
second cnfr reg ions to separate from one another after being meed 
toward one aW her to give the, f raw ffTCTTltar ft tendency to return to 
fr* initial state V an flexed to thereby act to Stabilize the QUtST W*H 

'■ md sff rf^V the outer waU tissue of first BTld second nasftl 


tissue i 


p hages from rfrPT^Ti in <<llririg hreathing while ft'tawnM the tTHS3 
member to conform to\Ae ou ter wall tissue of the nasal DflSSftRgAjf 
a user's nose, the trussWember [includes] including an adhesive 
void[,] and [wherein the truss member is] configured to extend about 
a user's nose such that the mtennediate segment traverses an exterior 
region of the bridge of a nose with the adhesive void located between- 
the truss member and the bridge!, the first end region engaging 
exterior surface of the outer wall tissue of the first nasal passage and 
the second end region engaging exterior surface of the outer wall 
tissue of the second nasal passage], 


X 


(Twice Amended) The nasal dilator of claim # and further including: 

an adhesive substance located on [a second] the first side of the flexible strip of 
^ material at the first and second end regions thereof, so as together with the 

resilient member being capable, at least in part, of resilient deformation, the 
adhesive substance for releasably securing the truss member to the outer wall 
tissues of the first and second nasal passages. . 


T 


'^(Amended) The nasal dilator of claim/ wherein the flexible strip of material is formed of 

an interwoven] a piece of fabric. 
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Please cancel claims 10, 12, 14 and IS. 
Please rewrite claim 16 as indicated: 


1 6. (Twice Amended) [The dilator of claim 10 wherein said single body of said truss further 

includes] A nasaft dilato r capable of introducing separating atreaaes in outer wall tissues of a user's 
nose, said dil W tr.rW.mnri...i ni y 

a tAss having a pair of spaced-anart end surfaces and a flexible strip of deformable 
material defining least in part said pair of spaced apart end surfaces which 
end surfaces if forced toward one another from initial Positions to 
substantially reduce d irect apacino therebetween bv a spacing reduction force 
temal to said truss, results in restoring forces in said trussJending to restore 
a^id direct spacing hetween said end surfaces due to aaid truss including a 
resilient member with said resilient [means] member positioned adjacent a first 
sideW said flexible strip of deformable materialman^ 
engagement y eans adhered to aaid end surfaces and capable nf engaging exposed 
suxfacfea of such o uter wall tiaauea auffirientlv to remain so engaged against 
aa id reAtorino forces, there being * defhrmahle material between exposed 
aurfiteeay anv outer w fl )| rMefl ^9*1"* bv aaid engagement means and said 
reailient rriember. 


Please cancel claims 18 and 19. 
Please rewrite claim 21 as indicated; 


21. (Twici 
includes] 



ended) [The dilator of claim 14 wherein said single body of said truss further 

al dilator capabl e of introducing aenarating atresses in outer tissues of a user's nose. 


said dilator comprising 
afaW 


having a Pair of apaeed-apart end, su,rft«ft fWnfflMH h Y md edgea flt opposite 
ends of Mid truss and a flexible strip of deformable material defining atteflflt 
said pair of spaced[-] apart end surfaces which end surfaces, if forced 
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\ toward one ario t har frnm initial positions to flubatantiallv reduce direct BPftCfflg 

t fareLtween bv a spacing reduction force external tP Raid HH88. W»to in. 
restoring fercea in tm« tending to restore said direct, spacing between 
apjd etidVurfkcM due to a resilient member included therein with said resilient 
[means] r tomhar Having opposite ends thereof each ending short of said end 
edges: and > 

^ffV^nt mean Adhered to «aid end surfaces and capable of engaging gSPPWd 

-irfiiBM of siibh ou ter wall tissues sufficiently to ramftin flP engaged against 
t hA B Rid reatonW forces, said ™,i1i«nt member being [positioned adjacent] 
deformablv secuVed to a first side of said flexible strip of material positioned 
evnoaek snrfaeea of anv Ollter wall tlSffllgS engaged PY M 
«ti»«gement meanVand said resilient member. _ 


Please rewrite claim 23 as indicated: 



23. (Amended) A nasal dftatar capable of introducing separating stresses in outer wall tissues 
of a user's nose, said dilator comprifli: 

a truss [with a] hftvino a rifoalto of resilient [member secured] members therein and 
gf having a pair of spawdNapart end surfaces which end gurffrfifis, ^ forced 

^JZ toward one another fixsm imtiahpositions to substantially reduce direct spacing 

therebetween by a spackg^du^hgforce external to said truss, results in 
restoring forces in said truss trading tc^store said direct spacing between 
said end surfaces; and 
engagement means adhered to said end surfaces and^able of engaging exposed 
surfaces of such outer wall tissues suffirientlysto remain so engaged said 
restoring forces. 


Please add the following claims: 
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The nasal dilator of claims wherein the resilient member includes: 
at least one resilient band oriented substantially parallel to a longitudinal extent of the 
truss, the resiliency of at least one resilient band acting to prevent the outer 
wall tissue of the first and second nasal passages from drawing in during 
breathing. 

The nasal dilator of claim^further including: 

first and second release liners covering the first and second end regions, respectively, 
of the truss, the first and second release liners being readily removable from 
the truss first and second end regions to permit the truss member to be . 
secured to the outer wall tissue of the first and second nasal passages. 




The dilator of claim^herein said void is provided by a separating material positioned 
between the remainder of the truss member and the exposed outer wall tissues of a user's nose. 

(</ 

The dilator of claim^a^wherein said truss further comprises a flexible strip of 
deformable material with said plurality of resilient members being positioned adjacent a first side of 
said flexible strip of deformable material. 

28 . A nasaJ S diU^ of introducing separating stresses in outer wall tissues of an 

user's nose, said dilator comprising; 

a truss having a resilient metaber therein and having a pair of spaced apart end 
surfaces with an intermediate segment therebetween which truss, if said end 
surfaces are forced toward oneainother from initial positions to substantially 
reduce direct spacing therebetween!^ a spacing reduction force external to 
said truss, has restoring forces resulting ti^cmtending to restore said direct 
spacing between said end surfaces, said intermediate segment having an extent 
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along a transverse\4irection substantially perpendicular to an extension 
direction extending along said intermediate segment and said end surfaces 
which is less than those extents of both said end surfaces along said transverse 
direction; and 

engagement means adhered to said end starfaces and capable of engaging exposed 
surfaces of such outer wall tissues sufficiently to remain so engaged against 
said restoring forces and to hold said truss.substantially conformed about said 
outer wall tissues. \ 

2§T The dilator of claim wherein said truss further comprises a flexible strip of. 

deformable material with said resilient member being positioned adjacent a first side of said flexible 
strip of deformable material. 

in said truss: 

jA, The dilator of claim^g wherein a substantial portion of said intermediate segment is 

not so engaged with said outer wall tissues as are said end surfaces by said engagement means when 
concurrently in contact with those outer wall tissues. 


The dilator of claim ^wherein a plurality of resilient members are provided 



32. A 'basal dilator capable of introducing separating stresses in outer wall tissues of a 

user's nose, said dilator comprising: 

a trus> having a resilient member therein and having a pair of spaced apart end 
irfaces with an intermediate segment therebetween which truss, if said end 
,a are forced toward one another from initial positions to substantially 
direct spacing therebetween by a spacing reduction force external to 


ice 


said V 88 . k* 8 restoring forces resulting therein tending to restore said direct 
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spacing between said end surfaces, said resilient member being in contact with 
an adhesive at a surface thereof oriented at least in part as are said end 
surfaces of said truss; and 
engagement mekns adhered to said end surfaces and capable of engaging exposed 
surfaces If such outer wall tissues sufficiently to remain so engaged against 
said restoring forces and to hold said truss substantially conformed about said 
outer wall issues but without at least a substantial portion of said intermediate 
segment beLg so engaged with said outer wall tissues when concurrently in 
contact therewith. 

The dilator of claim ^wkerein said truss further comprises a flexible strip of 
'deformable material with said resilient member being positioned adjacent a first side of said flexible 
strip of deformable material. 

^ The dilator of claiflOZwherein a plurality of separated resilient members are provided 

in said truss, . 

vT -A 

^ The dilator of claim^ wherein that portion of said intermediate segment not so 

engaged with said outer wall tissues when concurrently in contact therewith is provided at least in 
part by a separating material positioned between the remainder of the truss member and the exposed 
outer wall tissues of a user's nose. 



36. A nasal dUator^baoable of introducing separating stresses in outer wall tissues of a 

user's nose, said dttator comprising. 

a truss having both a flexible strip of material and a resilient member therein, and 
further having a pair\of spaced apart end surfaces with an intermediate 
segment therebetween which truss, if said end surfaces are forced toward one 
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in said truss. 


another from initial positions to substantially reduce direct spacing 
therebetween by a spacing reduction force external to said truss, has restoring 
forces resulting therein tending to restore said direct spacing between said end 
surfaces, said resilient member being in contact with an adhesive at a surface 
thereof oriented at least in part as are said end surfaces of said truss to thereby 
be adhered to said flexible strip of material also in contact with said adhesive; 
and \ 
engagement means adhered to said end surfaces and capable of engaging exposed 
surfaces of such outer wall tissues sufficiently to remain so engaged against 
said restoring forces. 


The dilator of claimj^wherein a plurality of resilient members are provided 

The dilator of claiayS^ wherein a substantial portion of said intermediate segment is 
not so engaged with said outer wall tissues as are said end surfaces by said engagement means when 
concurrently in contact with those outer wall tissues. 


V 


This Preliminary Amendment is submitted for entry in the above-identified application 


